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he taught the meanest of us to say: "Swaraj is my birthright." A
sanyasin, having attained swaraj in his own person, is the fittest
to show us the way. A sanyasin is in the world, but he is not of
the world. In all the most important functions of life he does
exactly as we the common people do. Only his outlook upon
them is different. He does without attachment the things we do
with attachment. It is given to everyone of us to Cultivate detach-
ment. It is a worthy aspiration surely for all.

CRUELTY TO ANIMALS

Now that I have shouldered the tremendous burden of con-
trolling an all-India cow-protection organization, my corres-
pondence already heavy has become heavier for the inclusion of
letters on subjects akin to cow-protection. Here is a sample:1

I have often walked through the streets of Calcutta. What
the writer says about cruelty to the draught cattle and horses is
only too true. The writer's indictment of owners is not an exag-
geration, though my own opinion is that the owners are more
indifferent than calculatedly cruel. They too are amenable to
reason as are the carriers and drivers. How to reach them is the
question. To look after the condition of animals used within
municipal jurisdiction is the function of the municipality concerned.
Private philanthropic bodies can, however, write to or wait on
the owners concerned and call upon them to remove all cause of
complaint wherever it may exist. I feel sure that much can be
done by constant watch and a judicious appeal to the parties
concerned.

Of the condition of chickens and turkeys, I know nothing;
but if the crime is committed in the municipal market, the Cor-
poration can easily deal with it. Much of the cruelty practised
by men on dumb creation can be dealt with by a proper mobi-
lization of the humane forces. The Bengal Presidency Council of
Women can depute volunteers to note all the cases that come
under their observation and report them to the Corporation or the
individual owners concerned,

Young India, 21-5-1925

1 Gandhiji quoted here a letter on behalf of the Bengal Presidency
Council of Women detailing cruelties to animals in Calcutta, such as misuse
of buffaloes and bullocks for heavy transport, extraction of milk by blowing,
etc., and appealing to Gandhiji to write or speak deprecating such disgraceful
practices.